CHAPTER X,
SIGHTS OF LONDON*

If the London weather is never attractive to the foreigner,
the metropolis is, par excellence^ the city for tourists*
And this is attested by the number of Americans especially*
who swarm over to "do" the sights of this travellers'
lodestone* But in at least one case the perversity of the
former has robbed a stranger of the attractions of the
latter*

For example, a friend of mine passed through London
on his way to China* Unfortunately, when he arrived,
it was February and the weather was miserable and chilly*
There was nothing much to be seen, and so he left for
the Continent after ,a stay of only two days* When he
was subsequently asked about his impressions of .London,
he told his hearers at home that the world's ^metropolis,
was a city of muddy streets and dirty buildings* There
was absolutely nothing worthy of the tourist's attention,
and he was sorry that he had ever wasted so much valuable
time in such a wretched place* This picture is, of course,
exaggerated* Nevertheless, the speaker was only narrating
his own unhappy experience* Such are the sins of
London's weather I                                        - - _ ,

To an Easterner this Queen of the Thames has all
the charms of an Eastern capital* Not that it has any of
the aroma of an Eastern atmosphere, but the similarity
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